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At the height of summer, all that people can talk about how they are struggling for daily water 

needs, but people’s needs are of little concern to our elected representatives. 

Pollachira Ela Wetlands is closely connected to Paravur Lake; it is a 600 hectare wetland located 

near the Paravur Municipality in Kollam district. HELP Foundation had intervened to stop the 

draining of Pollachira Ela and our efforts were backed by a stop memo from the Kollam Collector.  

But our politicians are not easily stopped. In spite of the stop memo, the Ela has been completely 

drained out. It was done in the cover of the night by G S Jayalal MLA and Chirakkara Panchayat.  

That they did this at the height of water scarcity is particularly baffling. No wonder there has been 

widespread protest against the current elected leaders. 

The report (below) will show that people and animals don’t have drinking water. Minister for Local 

Administration K T Jaleel uses the chance to bring back water tanker lorries, in spite of the State 

Disaster Management Cell advocating water kiosks. Even our drinking water woes are only a 

business venture for our elected representatives.  

 

Paravur Lake has been draining Ithikkara River through the spillway leakage. Pollachira has been 

drained out completely and apparently, Chirakkara panchayat areas are also in distress mode with 

water shortage. 

So, will the collector now take action against the elected mafia representatives who violated orders? 

Who should be held responsible for this crime against the people of Kollam? 

The irony is that precious tax payers’ money was looted for the drain and there are additionally 
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suffering for want of water. 

 

How was the loot orchestrated? 

1) Panchayat’s money was used for draining the water from the ELA to start paddy cultivation. 

2) Agriculture subsidy which was claimed as now paddy has dried out 

3) Fish caught in the process of draining the ELA 

4) Now, money is spent on water tankers to supply water after creating water scarcity 

 

And who will accept responsibility? The Collector, MLA or the Panchayat administration? 

Do our Collectors have the ability to administer and govern such issues? 

Wetlands and water bodies are getting pounded and disappearing, with the negative impact on the 

ecosystem which supports it. 

It is virtually impossible to continue with the current system of district administration where all 

decisions pass through one person and the rest of the officials are passive. Is it perhaps also time to 

restructure and overhaul our IAS system and district administration? 

 

 

 

 

 


